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Monday, March 25, 1996 
A Newsletter for the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIV ERS ITY 
Community 
Volume 20, Number 33 
University Bookstore Announces Plans to Remodel 
The University Bookstore w ill soon 
become the latest renovation site on 
the Allendale campus. UBS will move 
temporarily to the Muskegon Rive r 
and Pine River Rooms in the Kirkhof 
Center on April 29, during a planned 
summerlong remodeling. 
The "new" UBS will use existing 
fl oor space more effectively and 
feature more shelving for books and 
merchandise. The project calls for 
improved lighting, more checkout 
lanes, updated fixtures and an 
increased le isure reading book 
inventory to enhance the feeling of a 
"trade" bookstore . 
"It is our hope that the remodeling 
will serve our customers bette r during 
book rush and at other times of the 
year," commented UBS manager Jerrod 
Nickels. "We want the store to be a 
place where people gather, browse 
and feel comfortable." 
A second entrance will be added 
on the store's north side. Wider aisles 
throughout the store w ill increase 
accessibility. A spacious le isure 
reading section and textbooks will be 
housed on the south side wh il e 
clothing and school supplies wil l still 
be located on the north side . A cafe 
Across Campus 
International Affairs 
Dean Appointed 
Glenn A. Niemeyer, provost and 
vice president for Academic Affa irs, 
has anno unced the appointment of 
Brenda S. Robinson as dean of 
Inte rnational Affairs, effective July 1. 
Robinson was selected from a large 
applicant pool. 
Robinson is current-
ly the assistant vice 
president and dean for 
continued on page 4 
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will be located in an alcove in the 
center, adjacent to greeting cards and 
software. 
The store will be operational in its 
remodeled space in time for fa ll 
semester. 
Student Leaders Visit Washington, Make Case 
For Budget and Education Agreements 
Student Senate President Joyce Ohm, Vice President Christian Baratian, and Senatoi· Chas 
Hoff were accompanied by CVSU Vice President Matt Mclagan as they visited Washington, 
D.C. last week to remind federal lawmakers of the impact of f ederal budget decisions on ow-
campus and students. Pictured above are Ohm, Baratian, Congressman Fred Upton, Hoff, 
and Mclagan as they met in the congressman 's office. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communicatio ns 
every Mo nday when classes a re 
in session and biweekly during 
the summe r. The submissio n 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication ite ms to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From o ff campus, 
e mail forum@gvsu.edu. 
Te lepho ne : 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the Wo rld Wide Web 
at : http://www.gvsu.edu/ 
2 
Viewpoint 
The Women's Climate Study Revisited 
by Mary A. Seege1~ dean of Academic Resources and Special Programs 
It has been three yea rs since Grand Valley 
State University 
conducted the 
Women's Climate 
Study, and 
almost two years 
since the consul-
tants' report was 
distributed to the 
campus commu-
nity. A year and 
a half has passed 
since an over-
flow crowd of 
faculty, staff and 
students ga thered 
in the Cook-
DeWitt Center to 
discuss the repo1t and ask questions of 
President Lubbers, consultant Ursula Del-
worth and me , as chair of the planning 
committee. What results have we seen at 
GVSU, and where do we go from here? 
Women's Histo1y Month seems an appropri-
ate time for me to share some of my views. 
The five short-term projects arising from 
the study are largely complete : the Chil-
dren's Center is ope rating in its new build-
ing; the sexual harassment po licy has been 
approved; various equity studies continue; 
and a President's Advisory Committee on 
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Concerns is now 
in place. The Women's Commission will be 
constituted shortly, and there will like ly be a 
kickoff event in the fall. 
The survey results showed great discrep-
ancies between the beliefs of women and 
men about how equitable this university is 
University Club News 
in gender matters. We need to continue to 
monitor the issues of women in leade rship 
positions, how women are distributed in the 
fa culty ranks, and the continuation of 
equality of opportunity. 
As important as it is to ove rsee the 
numbers and trends, I find that my own 
interests have shifted and broadened . I am 
thinking and studying two specific issues 
now, especially as I prepare for my compar-
ative studies in Sweden in 1996-97. First is 
the question of women faculty and staff 
members reporting that they are less 
respected than the ir male colleagues , also 
noted in the student respo nses. Second is 
the information from the annual survey of 
entering students conducted each fall at 
Grand Valley. On the measures of competi-
tiveness , emotional and physical health , 
physical appearance and popularity, the 
female students rate themselves fa r lower 
than male students. This is particularly 
troublesome to me since the Grand Va lley 
student population is 60.8 pe rcent female, 
and because Grand Va lley women typica lly 
outnumber males on the dean's list, in 
graduation honors, and in the categories of 
outstanding seniors in the ir majo rs and Phi 
Kappa Phi. 
One last thought is the reminde r that 
1993 brought about only the first administra-
tion of the climate study surveys . The plan 
was and is to survey the campus community 
periodica lly in o rder to see whethe r we've 
made progress . 
Perhaps eve ry fi ve years would be 
appropriate. 
Bring the whole famil y to the The Meadows for the UClu b's Easter egg party and hunt 
on Saturday, March 30, from 1-3 p .m. Snacks and beverages will be served . The hostess fo r 
the party is Kathleen Vanderveen. The cost is $2 per child (maximum $5 per fa mily) for 
UClub members and $3 per child (maximum $7 per fa mily) for non-members. Contact 
Sharon Pa lmitie r, x6770, or cc:Mail the University Club with your reservation. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Gabriela Pozzi, assistant professor of 
Spanish, was invited to give a lecture 
titled "Carmen de Burogs and Feminism 
at the Turn of the Centrny" at Vil lanova 
University in Pennsylvania. 
Michael Walenta, general manager of 
West Michigan Public Broadcasting, 
served on a panel with industiy col-
leagues at the Michigan Association of 
Broadcasters/Michigan Public Broadcast-
ing annual "Great Lakes Expo" in Lansing 
last month. The panel discussed "Merger 
Mania" and explained how mega-mergers 
could affect broadcasters, the industiy, 
and radio and television audiences. 
Walenta serves as treasurer of Michigan 
Public Broadcasting. 
Patricia Ann Quattrin, visiting professor 
of English, pa1ticipated in the Milton 
Seminar at the Newberry Libra1y in 
Chicago last month . 
Denise Stephenson, Writing Center 
director in the Academic Resources and 
Special Programs Division, recently 
received her Ph.D. in American Studies 
from the University of New Mexico. The 
title of her dissertation was "Blurred 
Distinctions: Emerging Forms of Academ-
ic Writing." 
Alverna Champion, professor of 
Mathematics and Statistics, and currently 
on leave to se1ve as a program officer at 
the National Science Foundation, has 
been appointed by the president and 
approved by the board of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics to 
se1ve as chair of tl1e Educational Materials 
Committee. 
Frances B. McCrea, associate professor 
of Sociology, w ill have an article titled 
"Instrumental Rationality and Mass 
Destruction: Hiroshima and Auschwitz" 
published in Peace Review, July 1996. 
Catherine Jones-Rikkers, assistant 
professor of Business Law, presented a 
paper titled "Leased Employees and Their 
Changing Role in the American Work-
place" at the Midwest Academy of Legal 
Studies in Business in Chicago. The 
paper, co-autl1orecl with James Sanford, 
professor of Business Law, was published 
in the proceedings of tl1e annual meeting. 
Fred Chapman, assistant professor in 
the School of Communications, spoke on 
"Social Context of Alternative Law 
Groups" at a symposium on Resolving 
Disputes to Local Government Authority. 
The symposium, held at FeITis State 
University, was sponsored by Michigan 
Township Association, Michigan Associa-
tion of Counties and MSU Extension 
Se1vice. In addition to being on tl1e 
GVSU faculty, Chapman is also supervisor 
of Orleans Township in Ionia County. 
In the News 
Erika King, professor and chair of 
Political Science, was interviewed by 
WWMT-TV 3, about the Michigan 
primary television ads. The interview was 
scheduled to air on March 18. 
Campus Community Went 
Straight to the Top ... when a 
steady stream of fac ulty and staff 
members and students met with 
President Arend D. Lubbers 
during his Ma rch open office 
hours. "I find that people who 
might hesitate to make an 
appointinent to see me apparent-
ly feel comfortable coming to see 
me during open office hours," 
Lubbers sa id. "Open offi ce hours 
provide an opportunity for 
people to make a point or to 
make a request. I always enjoy 
Student Jay Johnston meets with President Lubbers contact with the Grand Va lley 
about a campus parking problem. community. " 
Coming Events 
Liberal Studies Program 
Sponsors Lecturer 
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On Ma rch 26, Elizabeth Kamarck 
Minnich , professor of Philosophy and 
Women's Studies at Union Institute , (see 
Women's Histo1y Month anno uncement) 
w ill present 
the annual 
William 
James 
Synoptic 
Lecture at 3 
p.m. in the 
Cook-
DeWitt 
Center, 
sponsored 
by the 
,_ ...... ,__.. ____ -'-'---'---'----' Liberal 
Studies Department. Her talk is titled 
"Truth or Justice: Dive rsity, Democracy 
and Liberal Learning." Minnich is the 
author of Traniforming Knowledge, and 
edito r of Reconstructing The Academy. 
She will speak on issues surrounding 
dive rsity and curricu lum reform . 
Minnich will be available for student 
dialogue on March 27 from 9-10:50 a .m. 
at 225 LSH. 
Women's History Month 
To Be Celebrated 
The Women's Studies Program has 
schedu led a conference titled "Festival 
of Women, 1996: Becoming Visible" on 
Ma rch 26 and 27 in the Grand River 
Room at the Kirkhof Center. Events 
begin with a breakfast at 8:1 5 a. m. each 
clay and run into the evening. 
Keynote speaker Elizabeth Kamarck 
Minnich will speak at 9:30 a. m. on March 
26, on how women's voices have been 
excluded from the liberal arts curriculum. 
Other highlights of the Festival 
include several panel discussions about 
women and history, science, socia l 
science, sports and fitness, and p hi loso-
phy. Also planned are discuss ions about 
investing; women, sexua lity and 
literature ; ethnic identity; and women in 
the public sphere . In addition , the 
Festival includes a poetry read ing and a 
film titled "An Angel at My Table ." 
A schedu le of Festiva l events will be 
distributed campuswide. For more 
information, ca ll Pam Kellogg at x2325. 
Calendar of Events 
Cultural Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle,y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs. All 
activities on the Allendale Campus unless othe,w ise noted. 
Mon. , Mar. 25 
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series. Donald Conrad Hartmann, bass-
baritone. CDC. 
Thurs. , Mar. 28 
8 p.m.: Theatre production, General Gorgeous. General_ admission 
$5; all students $3; children (K-12), groups, and seniors $2. 
Louis Annstrong Theatre, CFAC. 
Fri. , Mar. 29 
8 p.m.: Music Department Conceit. Music in Motion, Mark Webb, 
conductor. CDC. 
8 p.m.: Theatre production. General Gorgeous. See Thurs., Mar. 28. 
Sat., Mar. 30 
8 p.m.: Theatre production. General Gorgeous. See TI1urs., Mar. 28. 
Sun., Mar. 31 
2 p.m.: Theatre production. General Gorgeous. See TI1urs. , Mar. 28. 
3 p.m.: Music Depa1tment Concert. Chamber Orchestra & Cello 
Ensemble, Lee Copenhaver, conductor. CDC. 
General Events 
Tues., Mar. 26 
8:15 a.m.-8 p.m.: Festival of Women, 1996. Grand River Room, KC. 
Call x2325. 
Wed. , Mar. 27 
8:15 a.m.-5 p.m.: Festival of Women, 1996. Grand River Room, KC. 
Call x2325. 
Across Campus 
continued ji-om page 1 
Global and Distance Learning at Ca lifornia State University 
in Monte rey Bay. Previously, she was State University dean 
of International Educatio n in the California State University 
Chancellor's Office after being director of the Center for 
Inte rnationa l Service at the College of Staten Island of the 
City Un iversity of New York. 
"We are pleased to have been able to attract a person of 
Dr. Robinson's stature and experience in International 
Educatio n ," said Provost Niemeyer. "The sea rch committee 
was impressed with the way Dr. Robinson inte racted w ith 
faculty, stude nts, and staff du ring the process ." 
GVSU Toastmasters Rate 19th 
In the Country 
The GVSU Chapter of Toastmasters International accu-
mulated 9,380 points by the end o f Janua,y , placing the 
group 19th in the world of Toastmaster clubs w ith 30-39 
membe rs. Points are given for new members jo ining the 
club , for members reta ining me mbership, for club officers 
attend ing training meetings, and for members atta ining 
award levels . The largest number of points was earned by 
members comple ting the basic manual of ten speeches, 
the reby earning the CTM (Competent Toast Maste r award). 
Five membe rs did this before the end of the year, and there 
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Thurs., Mar. 28 
1-5 p.m.: Study Abroad Info1mation Day. 106 STU. Call x3898. 
4-5:30 p.m.: Retirement Reception for Dick Mehler. EC. 
Fri. , Mar. 29 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.: Symposium on Philantl1ropy, Fundraising & 
Nurturing Community Generosity. Dominican Center at 
Ma1ywood. Call 459-3773. 
5:30-7:30 p.m.: "Murder at the Library." SH. Call x6770. 
Sat., Mar. 30 
1-3 p.m.: Easter Egg Hunt. MCH. Call x6770. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Mon. , Mar. 25 
2:30 p.m.: Men's Temus. Grand Rapids Community College at GVSU. 
Tues., Mar. 26 
3:30 p.m.: Softball. Aquinas College at GVSU. 
Wed. , Mar. 27 
3 p.m.: Softball at Olivet College. 
3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Aquinas College at GVSU. 
Thurs. , Mar. 28 
3 p.m.: Baseball at Aqu inas College. 
Fri. , Mar.29 
3 p.m.: Men's Temus at WSU. 
3:30 p.m.: Softball. Wisconsin-Parkside at GVSU. 
Sat., Mar. 30-Sun., Mar. 31 
1 p.m.: Baseball at Oakland University. 
TBA: Softball. GVSU Invitational at GVSU. 
Sun. , Mar. 3 1-Mon. ,April 1 
TBA: Men's Golf at Bellermine University Invitational. Louisville, KY. 
are severa l mo re on the way to completion o f this personal 
achievement before the current Toastmaste r year is clone . 
Rowing Team Christens New Shells 
Grand Valley Crew honored two of its former coaches, a 
former rower and GVSU's first president and current president 
at the Fifth Annual Grand Valley Crew Spring Banquet held 
March 16. 
GVSU's rowing team christened its fou r new she lls-the 
Barry Klein, the James H. Zumberge, the Doug Urey and the 
Paul A. Springer-at the event, w hich was attended by 
President Lubbers and other administrators, facul ty and staff 
members in additio n to Crew rowers, parents, alumni and 
friends . 
Paul Springe,; 
Grand Valley Crew 
Coach from 1970-
1982, christens the 
boat named in his 
honor while his w//e 
looks on. In the 
background, leji to 
right, are current 
rower Dave George 
and alumnus Kevin 
Van Houten. 
